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HISTORIC CHAIRS FROM ELVEDEN HALL FORMER HOME OF INDIA’S LAST
EVER SIKH MAHARAJAH & SUBSEQUENT COUNTRY SEAT OF THE FAMOUS
GUINNESS FAMILY TO HEAD TO AUCTION AFTER DECADES

Two mid-19th century Indian chairs from historic Elveden Hall, Suffolk
Estimate £8,000-£12,000 (lot 59)

LONDON, UK. NOVEMBER 24, 2025. Olympia Auctions is excited to offer two exquisite mid-19th
century Indian chairs from Elveden Hall in Suffolk. The country estate was the former home of India’s
last ever Sikh Maharajah, Duleep Singh (1838-1893) and the chairs date from his period at the house.
Crafted in Bombay in c. 1850 they remained at Elveden after his death, when ownership changed to

the famous Guinness brewing family, when purchased by Edward Cecil Guinness (the 1st Earl of



Iveagh, 1847-1927). These historic chairs are excitingly being offered at auction for the first time in

over 40 years.

Following the annexation of the Sikh Empire by the British in 1849, Maharajah Duleep Singh was exiled
to Britain at the age of ten in 1854, so he could grow up under British influence and to eradicate any
resistance to the British after the Second Anglo-Sikh War. Duleep Singh thrived in England and in 1864

met and married Bamba Miiller (1848- 1887), with whom he went on to have six children.

He purchased the Elveden Estate in Suffolk in 1863, with a vision of transforming it and renovated the
exterior in Italian style. The interiors however, were designed to evoke the grandeur of Mughal palaces
associated with his Punjab homeland. The estate became a hub of society events, including country
pursuits such as shooting, with Singh becoming one of England’s finest marksmen. These country
shoots included high-society guests and royalty, such as Queen Victoria, who Singh became very close

to, with her becoming godmother to several of his children.

Despite his privileged social standing, the Maharajah’s life at Elveden was marred by nostalgia for
India. He eventually became disillusioned and resentful of the British and reverted to Sikhism. He vied
to return to India one day and on his attempt to do so in 1886 was intercepted and forced to return

to Europe. On the death of his first wife in 1887, he remarried (in 1889) and had two more children.

After a while he sought refuge in Paris and died there in 1893 at the age of 55. He had only seen India
after the age of ten during two brief, tightly controlled visits and his wishes for his body to be taken
back to India were unheeded, in fear of political unrest. His body was brought back to England and

buried at Elveden with his first wife and one of his young sons who died prematurely.

When Elveden was purchased by Edward Cecil Guinness (1847-1927) in 1894, the chairs remained at
the estate. Edward was from the renowned Guinness brewing family, which was founded by his great
grandfather Arthur Guinness (1725-1803) in Dublin in 1759. He became head of the company in the
late 19th century and it was under his direction that Guinness expanded in scale and reputation,

becoming one of the most successful brewing companies, that is known around the world today.

Alongside this were his charitable endeavours, for which he earned the title, the Earl of Iveagh. His
purchase of Elveden Hall set in motion a stewardship by the Guinness family that would transform the

estate and instil a family legacy that would span over 130 years and continues to this day.



The chairs are intricately carved and pierced in dark Bombay blackwood and feature tall everted backs,
as well as local Indian motifs and friezes of stylised acanthus leaves. This style of Anglo-Indian
furniture, which was produced from the mid-19th century, was revered for its spectacular

craftsmanship, of which these are an outstanding example.

Nicholas Shaw, specialist at Olympia Auctions, tells us: “These chairs bear witness to the Maharajah
Duleep Singh’s admiration for quality craftsmanship and his efforts to create a home that reflected
both his Indian heritage and his place in English society. Due to their legacy, quality and craftsmanship,

we anticipate wide interest.”

The chairs will be offered in a sale of Indian, Islamic, Himalayan and South-East Asian Art at

Olympia Auctions, London, on 26 November 26, 2025 and have an estimate of £8,000-£12,000 (lot
59).

~ENDS™

You can download a hi res image of the chairs here (copyright Olympia Auctions):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vgi12NdFZwfkDMC7penWYeh7kkybvdJv/view?usp=share link
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About Olympia Auctions

Our experts have years of experience working at the top of their fields and have come together to
form a new kind of auction house. At Olympia Auctions we believe in research, knowledge and taking
time to share our expertise with clients, no matter what the value. We hold sales in almost all specialist
areas: paintings, silver, jewellery, European, Indian and Islamic, Chinese and Japanese works of art,
books, prints, posters, arms and armour and 20th century design and are innovators in the sale of
artist studio estates, contemporary Chinese, Indian, Middle Eastern and African art
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